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NEXT FALL'S EVENT 
 
This year's Day of National Concern 
about Young People and Gun 
Violence will take place on October 
19, 2005, during National Safe 
Schools Week.   
 
If you'd like ideas for organizing 
events in your school or community 
or would be willing to be a city or 
state coordinator for this youth anti-
gun-violence campaign, give us a call 

at (507) 645-5378 or email us at mlgrow@pledge.org.  If you'd like to order Pledge lapel 
buttons or Pledge t-shirts for your events, we can guide you to places that can make and 
ship them at reasonable prices.   
 
IMPORTANCE AND TIMELINESS OF OUR EFFORTS 
 
This spring brought one of the country's worst school shootings and several more 
incidents of threats, warnings, and lock-downs.  Although the Red Lake tragedy occurred 
in northern Minnesota, a long way from our office, it brought home the sad truth that any 
state or community is potentially one trigger pull away from tragedy. 
 
My hope is that our conversations with young people about the inappropriate use of guns 
to solve problems will have even greater breadth, depth, and urgency this year.  And let's 
make sure that those conversations do take place! 
 
HIGHLIGHTS OF 2004 
 
It is always impressive and heartening to hear about the energy and creativity that so 
many of you bring to your efforts to keep young people safe from gun violence.  We're 
grateful to those of you who report back on things you have done  -- whether on a small 
scale in one school or classroom or in an entire district, school system, or state or national 
network.   
 
Occasionally, we learn of your efforts only by chance, as happened one year when a 
relative visited a school in Houston and saw Pledge banners and posters on the walls and 
then told me about it.  Sometimes stories indicate the carry-over effect of the Student 
Pledge, as, for example, when a friend came across a pick-up basketball game in an alley 
in Minneapolis and spotted one of the teenagers wearing a Pledge t-shirt.  (Kids don't 
wear t-shirts with logos that they think aren't cool.) 
  



Knowing full-well that the reports that I get about what has gone in around the country 
will never be more than a sampling, I want, however, to tell you about some of the 
wonderful efforts I do know about from last fall. 
 
 
 
 

KANSAS CITY, MO. 
 
Kansas City, Missouri brought many 
parts of their community together for the 
planning of their observance.  Move Up, 
a group connected with the city's Weed 
and Seed program, worked in partnership 
with the United Way, the School District, 
the Police Department, KIDSAFE, 
COMBAT (Community-based Anti-Drug 
Tax), the County Prosecutor's Office, the 
Attorney General's Office, and various 
grassroots organizations. 

 
Young people from POSSE (Peers Organized to Support Excellence) were trained to go 
into schools to administer the Student Pledge.   
 
A Pledge Quilt was created by using transfer paper to transfer the Pledge logo and the 
logos of all  participating organizations to fabric.  (I have been trying to get a digital 
picture of the quilt to add to our website so that other groups may be inspired to 
undertake a similar project.  If I get one, I will put it on our site.) 
 
NORTH CAROLINA 
 
The eastern district of North Carolina worked with their area's US Attorney's Office, 
Project Safe Neighborhoods, and many of the Healthful Living Coordinators in that part 
of the state to produce some excellent media presentations on the importance of avoiding 
gun violence.  Using local drama students, a three-minute DVD and a thirty-second PSA 
(public service announcement) were produced and aired on eastern North Carolina 
television stations.  Pledge and Day of Concern Coordinators were designated for each 
county and school system in the eastern part of the state, with tens of thousands of 
students participating in the campaign. 
 
HAWAII 
 
For the second year in a row, Hawaii's students participated in the Pledge Against Gun 
Violence -- more than 33,000 students in 57 schools.  Organized by Detective Letha 
DeCaires of the Honolulu Police Department, the message was carried not only to 
schools in and around Honolulu but to schools on Maui, the Big Island, and Kauai 



 
In response to the growing methamphetamine problem on the islands, this year's contract 
was called a "Guns and Ice Pledge" that included a commitment to stay away from meth. 
As a tribute to the students' participation and positive commitments, Detective DeCaires 
organized both school dances and ice cream socials for schools that reported the most 
activity. 
 
SOUTH CAROLINA 
 
Spearheaded by the U.S. Attorney's Office, South Carolina was able once again to report 
an extraordinary statewide dissemination of the Student Pledge Against Gun Violence by 
using its network of sheriffs, police departments, and school resource officers.  Excellent 
media coverage of Day of Concern events in the state capital, Columbia, gave a 
wonderful snapshot of one city's far-reaching efforts to involve the whole community in 
reducing youth gun violence.  (With many thanks to Stacey Haynes for her coordinating 
efforts in South Carolina and for her kindness in forwarding the news accounts.) 
 
On October 20, the Day of National Concern about Young People and Gun Violence 
itself, the city held a Unity Summit, bringing together leaders from the Columbia 
Violence Intervention Taskforce, the Department of Columbia Parks and Recreation, the 
Columbia Police Department, the KOBAN mentoring program, and the Mayor's Office, 
both to observe the Day and to plan future events designed to stop youth violence. 
 
A KOBAN director, Dr. Germon Miller, reported her belief that such programs do work.  
One piece of evidence:  a bandana with gang colors that a young person turned over to 
her during the course of the city's events. 
 
Like the year before, schools all over the state reported their participation in last fall's 
campaign. 
 
INDIANA 
 
Thousands of students in the northern 
part of Indiana participated in the 
Student Pledge Against Gun 
Violence this year.   Their 
participation was highlighted in a 
press conference in South Bend, 
coordinated by the U.S. Attorney's 
Office, northern District. 
 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 
 
Once again, Washington D.C. made a district-wide commitment to participating in the 
Day of National Concern and the Student Pledge, with support from teachers, 
administrators, and students.  Tens of thousands of students were involved. 



 
CONNECTICUT 
 
The Student Pledge Against Gun Violence has become institutionalized in many cities 
and towns across Connecticut, thanks to leadership efforts from the State Department of 
Education.  In 2001, when I asked an assistant principal in a town where several children 
lost their parents on 9/11 how their schools could even think of participating in the 
Student Pledge that year, she reported that reaffirming their commitments against gun 
violence had become such an important part of the students' fall routines, it would have 
seemed like an unnecessary disruption in their lives not to have it.  Cities from across 
Connecticut reported their students' participation. 
 
FLORIDA 
 
The efficacy of the US Attorney network in working with the Student Pledge was 
apparent once again last fall in the Middle District of Florida.  Each fall, the US Attorney 
in Tampa sends Pledge materials to every chief, sheriff, state and federal law 
enforcement head in central Florida, encouraging their involvement with prevention 
programs that include the Student Pledge.  Some activities were coordinated with groups 
such as MAD DADS.  As Donna Schulz, Law Enforcement Coordination Manager in the 
US Attorney's Office of the Middle District of Florida has written:  "Children are never 
too young to know that they can make a difference and, with their collective voices, they 
can make a powerful statement and have a tremendous impact." 
 
At a rally for thousands of students in Fort Myers, Police Chief Hilton Daniels spoke and 
planted a tree in memory of those who have lost their lives to firearms violence. 
 
Many, many Florida schools wrote to describe activities that included presentations and 
rallies for students at all levels, creation in different schools of original PSAs and cable 
t.v. programs, poster and essay contests, and the creation of Pledge banners that students 
signed. In many places, students were encouraged to read the pledge each night before 
bed, to think about their commitment, and then to reread it again in the morning.   
 
More than 50,000 students' participation was reported statewide, but many schools were 
believed to participate that did not report. 
 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 
 
Many, many groups and individuals join 
forces each year in Chicago to use the 
Student Pledge Against Gun Violence as a 
vehicle for beginning the dialogue with 
young people about the inappropriate use of 
guns.  Last fall, the Day of National Concern 
was kicked off at 9:00 am with a live one-
hour call-in discussion about gun violence on 



B96 Radio, hosted by prominent radio personalities Eddie and Jobo.  Included among the 
callers were Mayor Richard Daley, Cook County Board President John Stroger, Cook 
County State Attorney, Richard Devine, and students from the Mark Sheridan Math and 
Science Academy.  Students in schools scattered across Chicago tuned into the broadcast 
and were invited to call in with their views on reducing gun violence in their 
communities. 
 
At noon, an outdoor public rally sponsored by the Illinois Council Against Handgun 
Violence was held, featuring state Chicago Public Schools CEO, Arne Duncan, Attorney 
General Lisa Madigan, Miss Illinois 2003, Michelle LaGroue, and gun violence victim 
Joel Irizarry, a member of the In My Shoes program.  Students from several Chicago-area 
schools attended, signing a Pledge banner and having a chance to hear student winners of 
the ICHV essay and poetry contest, and see their winning posters. 
 
"We're glad to participate in this event at schools around the city," Public Schools CEO 
Arne Duncan said at the rally.  "The Student Pledge is a great way to enhance the focus 
on changing behaviors and setting good examples for others about how to solve problems 
and conflicts." 
 
Investigator Connie Perusich of Youth Investigative Services of the Chicago Police 
Department and Al Rider, Chief of Community Affairs in the Office of the Cook County 
Public Defender coordinate Chicago's extensive city-wide involvement in the annual 
youth anti-gun-violence campaign. 
 
OTHER NEWS 
 
Reporting glitches 
We switched to a new method of recording pledge tallies last fall, and there were a few 
glitches.  Although the reporting was probably not noticeably different from your end, the 
new method makes it easier for us to draw together data on how many schools in each 
city and state reported.  During the first year of the change-over, however, a number of 
web reports didn't record, so our numbers last fall do not reflect actual tallies for 2004. 
 
The wrinkles are ironed out now, so we should have our new, improved reporting system 
working smoothly for next October's Day of National Concern.   
 
Please report your tallies 
Although we stress each year the importance of reporting, many schools and 
communities believe that the only efforts truly worth making are those involved in the 
observance itself.  In relative terms, I'd agree.  But in order to impress on participating 
students that they can be part of a powerful wave of change, it is very valuable to be able 
to let them know how many of their peers around the country took part along with them. 
 
So, please, please do report your tallies next fall! 
 
A final note 



The Student Pledge Against Gun Violence, alone, will not end gun violence among 
young people.  But if it begins on-going conversations with young people about ways 
other than guns to settle personal issues and scores; if it gives us a chance to renew our 
own commitments as adults to do all that we can to keep their world safer; if it provides 
an opportunity to let young people know how very important they are to their families 
and communities and allows us to offer to help when problems get too big for them to 
solve alone -- then it will continue to be a positive, empowering force for change. 
 
With this newsletter, we are trying something new.  I wanted to include some photos but 
didn't want to slow down your email by including them in the text itself, so I've 
incorporated them only in the version available on our website.  For a printable PDF 
version, just visit our website at http://www.pledge.org/ . 
 
I wish a safe and violence-free end of the summer to all of you and to the young people 
who represent our future. 
 
Best wishes, 
Mary Lewis Grow 
Founder and National Coordinator 
 
Pictures 1, 2, 3, and 4 are from the Chicago's Rally Against Gun Violence.   

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chase Elementary School students, Toledo, Ohio during Safety Week before their 3k 
"Run From Guns". 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


