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TRAGIC RELEVANCE OF YOUTH ANTI-GUN-VIOLENCE CAMPAIGN 
 
The unthinkable events of the last weeks underscore the importance of the work that all 
of us do in trying to keep young people safe from gun violence.   
 
That gun violence could intrude into even a peaceful little country school in Lancaster 
County Pennsylvania is a chilling thought for parents, students, and teachers everywhere.    
One positive step that we can take right now is to help publicize the Student Pledge 
Against Gun Violence and this year's Day(s) of National Concern. This national youth 
anti-gun-violence campaign connects young people to the issue of gun violence in an 
empowering way and has proven to be an effective vehicle for beginning the dialogue 
with young people about gun violence.  
 
Write letters to the Editor, email your city or town's media outlets, call your local 
schools, public officials, and the students you know and suggest that it could be very 
healing to take part in this year's Day(s) of National Concern about Young People and 
Gun Violence.  Consider following Chicago's very effective example by enlisting the 
help of your district's school resource officers. Refer everyone to the website:  
www.pledge.org. 
 
The site and its suggestions provide a tool easily available to schools and communities all 
over the country.  The materials can be downloaded and used at no cost, and the website 
includes curriculum suggestions and book recommendations that are appropriate for 
different age groups. 
 
 
THIS YEAR'S DATE(S) 
 
This year we are observing two Days of National Concern, October 17 and 18.  We 
decided to give people the 17th as an alternate date because some schools will be 
administering PSATs on the 18th.  Of course, schools should feel free to pick a different 
date altogether, but there is a feeling of power and solidarity that comes from making a 
common pact on a common day.  Each year, the Day of Concern overlaps with National 
Safe Schools Week during the third week of October. 
 
If you haven't begun planning for your school's participation this year, you might 
consider using Oct. 17 or 18 as a launch date for a year-long series of activities that could 
culminate on next year's Day of National Concern.  The signing of the Pledge could 



either start the year-long campaign or serve as its culmination -- or both.  And check the 
website in coming days for ideas on how to take part in this year's events, even with little 
lead time. 
 
 
STAY IN TOUCH 
 
Newsletters with highlights from previous years are available on the website, and you 
should feel free to call our office to brainstorm about new ideas for using this observance 
effectively and keeping its message alive all year. You can email me at 
mlgrow@pledge.org.  The office number is (507) 645-5378. When I am out of the office, 
the two Student Pledge assistants, Helen and Leahruth, will be happy to answer questions 
by phone or email. 
 
Even before the latest school shootings, we were hearing from many parts of the country 
about activities planned for this year's observance.  Please let us know how we can 
support your efforts. 
 
And, please, REPORT YOUR SCHOOL'S TALLIES!!  This is the way for students to 
know how many of their peers are standing with them in a common commitment to end 
gun violence. 
 
With best wishes, 
Mary Lewis Grow 


